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ſbemn, in the * De ſtruction of 
Rebels, 
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Being the Day appointed for a PuBLIck 
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for putting an End to the 
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-.T Q.-FWE 


Right Honourable 
James Stanhope, E/; 


One of His MA JEST Y*s Principal 
Secretaries of State, 


HE Importunity of ſeveral Wort 
and Loyal Code who luz 

ei SERMON from the Pulpit, 

cobliging me to ſend it to the Preſs; 


Se IH I have preſumed | 
World, under the Patronage of Your GREAT 
NAME, in order to give it Countenance to alt 
Good Men. | 


* 
* 5 * » 


to it into the 


= Iu 


The DEDICATION. | 
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And I am not without Hopes, GREAT SIR, 
that (according to your Known Goodneſs) Ton 
will be pleas'd to accept this ſmall Offering, rom 
one, who has no other View to appear in Publick, 

but in order to ſerve his KINO and COUNTRY. 


As You have been Great and Eminent in EVERY 
STATION, and deſervedly admired for Tour Own 
Ingenuity ;, ſo are You no leſs for Tour Generow 
Candour to the Performances o other Men : And 
if this, or its Author ſhould ſhould fall ſbort 
of it, it muſt be acknowledg'd, tis the firſt In- 

ſtance of your Indifference towards any thing, 
(tho never ſo mean) that attempted to advance 
the Honour of the GOVERNMENT. 


| That dutiful Reſpect and unſbaken Fidelity 
You have always ſhewn to the CRowN, in Tour 
Eloquent Debates in the SENATE, and thoſe 
Brave and Generous Evidences Tou have given 
of your Love to your COUNTRY, in your hazard- 
ous Undertakangs in the FIELD, have juſtly 
gain d You the Efteem of all. thoſe, who, upon 
the ſame Principles of Honour, have had the 
true Intereſt. of the NaTioN at Heart: And 
GREAT-BRITAIN muſt Glory, that ſbe has 
fuch a GENIus in Her, as Fours, to advance 
Her Reputation; by ſbewing to the World, that 
4 Conſummate GENERAL can be a Great 
STATES-MAN, and True PATRIOT of his 
COUNTRY : For to Your Judgment in MILI- 


TARY 


The DEDICATION. 


— — 


TARY AHairt, You have acquir d that Nobler 
Skill, to know the INTEREST and ConSTITU- 

TION of our Government, and exerted Both, 

1 . all Occaſions, in Behalf of our Engliſh 
2 and PROPERTY. 


with ſo many Noble and Excellent — liſb- 
ments, tis no Wonder that you poſſeſs PA — 4 
Share in the Eſteem of His Preſent 
nor that ſo Great 10 Wiſe a — ſhould 
repoſe the hig beſt Confidence in Tou, who have 
in all the — . ou have paſe'd through, 
diſcharg'd them ſo M. orthily to Your ſelf, ſo Fuſt- 
ly to the PRINCES who have employ'd You, and 


ſo Advantageouſly to the SERVICE of the Na- | 


TION, 
Theſe are inviting Occaſions of PANEG Y- 


RICK, but above my ſmall Capacity to * | 


Such Glorious Qualities as Tou excel in, ſu 


ently recommend, and ſpeak themſelves. For as 


Tou * 2 obliging, 2 ſeeking out Opportu- 
nities of ap, 2 ſo are Tou deſervedly the 
Favourite of all Good Men. 


Be pleas'd then, GREAT SIR, to pardon 
the Preſumption of this Addreſs, and permit 
me, among thoſe who admire Tour Virtues, to 
make this ſhort Acknowledgment of them, ſo far 
from Flattery, that all who have ever known Tour 
Character, muſt confeſs it to be hardly the Truth. 


May 


ATESTY, 
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May you, "*R long have the 775 7 to 
My Tour Services to His Sacred MAJESTY 
and His Royal Iss uE, and increaſe every Day 
thoſe Applauſes that are ſo juſtly paid to Tour 
Great Merit: Whilft I ſhall endeavour 7 all 
the Duties of my Sacred Function, more and more 
to inculcate à truly Conſcientious OBEDIENCE 
and LoYALTY to our Preſent KINo, and de- 


poo that Title I moſt deſire, of ſtedfaſtly conti- 
ng an obedient ubj 4 n, 200 wit y all 


bumble Duty and Reſpef, 
* Honour'd S1s, 
Your Hoxnour's 
moſt Devoted 
and moſt Faithful, 


Humble Servant 


HENRY SMITH. 


2 SAM. il. 28. (latter part.) 


— And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord 
thy God, which bath delivered up the 
Men that lift up their hand againſt 
my Lord the King. 


_ ESE. Words are the joyful 


| upon 
Slaughter over the People of 
— [ ſrael that had join'd them- 
ſelves to his Rebellious Son Abſalom, in order 
to Dethrone him. The Hiſtorical Narration 
of which Conſpiracy, we have in the three 
eding Chapters of this Book, with the 
iſhment of thoſe wicked Men. There 
we find, that Abſalom, by many fair Speeches 
and deceitful Promiſes, had ffoln away the 
Hearts of his Father's Subjects, as we may 
ſee in the 5th and 6th Verſes of the 15t 
Chapter : And after * inſinuated 3 


— 


e Son 


—_ rr 


2 GOD's Diſpleaſure 
ſelf into their Favour and good Opinion of 
him, upon a Pretence of paying 4 Vom - unto 
the Lord in Hebron, Ver. 7. i. e. under the 
Veil and Diſguiſe of Religion, did he begin 
a Rebellion againſt him. For this Pretence 
of a Yow, was only, in effect, to ſend Spies 
throughout all the Tribes of Iſrael, Ver. 10. 
and to encourage the Chief of them, who 
were inclined to take part in this intended 
Conſpiracy, to ' favour his Intereſt, and 
claim him King over them. 
The Rebellion thus formed, in a ſhort 
time grew ſtrong ; Achitophel, Davip's Chief 
Councellor, revolting from him, and bearing 
part in it, and the Hearts of the Men of Iſrael 
2 — after Abſalom, Ver 13. 
In theſe perplex d Circumſtances; King Davip 
and his Servants flee z while AbJalom and his 
Numbers continually increaſing, promiſe them- 
ſelves Succeſs in this wicked Undertaking. *_ - 
But behold now the wonderful Turn of Pro- 
vidence, and its Care in the Preſervation of Righ- 
teous Kings and their People! For no ſooner 
were they got together, and were ſetting forward 
to execute this their wicked and unnatural 
Project, but GO D interpoſes his Power, 
and baffles their Deſign. He firſt makes the 
Coxncil of the great Achitopbel deſpiſed, upon 
which, he went and hanged himſelf, (as we 
read at the 23d Ver. of the 14th Ch 


ma 
pe afterwards, by a mighty Slaughter of 
Rebels, even of Twenty thouſand of them in 


' againſt Rebellion. 3 


one Day (as we have it in the 7th Verſe of 


this Chapter) and of the untimely Death alſo 
of Abſalom himſelf, effectually put an End to 
their wicked Enterpriſe, and delivered Davip 
his Servant out of the Hands of his Ene- 
mies. Upon this, Ahimaaz begs of Joab to 
let him be the happy Meſſenger of this 
agreeable News, and ſo runs to give the 
King Notice of it: And altho' Cuſbi was ſent 
before him, yet he coming firſt to the Xing, 
he called and [aid unto the King, All is well. 
And he fell down to the Earth upon his Face 
9G the King, and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord 


thy God, which hath delivered up the Men 
that lift up their hand againſt my Lord the 


The Words then, from this ſhort Account | 


of them, being delivered by Abimaaz, upon 
the Succeſs GO D gave to King David 


againſt his Rebellious Subjects, are not im- 


proper to be diſcourſed upon on this Day, 
when we are met together to Bleſs 5 


Praiſe GOD, for the happy Succeſs He has. 
Sovereien 


alſo granted to our moſt gracious 
King GEORGE, over thoſe who have as 


unjuſtly taken up Arms againſt him: And. 
they ſeem naturally to point out to us Tw 
Things, which I ſhall make the Subject of 


my following Diſcourſe. 15 


E 6 0 D' Difpteafare 

That GOD interpoſes his Power in the 

Preſervation of Righteous Kings and their 

1, Kingdoms, and will not ſuffer them to 

be deſtroyed, by the Secret Conſpiracies 
or Open, Tumults of Inteſtine Enemies. 


fl. That tho' He ſuffers a Rebellion to take 
Place, and a Nation ſometimes - Jo be 
brought into Confuſion by the Evif Be- 
.. vices of Inteftine Enemies ; yet He ſeldom 
. &ts it 12 Unpuniſhed, but makes it 
prove Deſtructive to the Traytors : He, 
in the End, delivers up, or, as it is in the 
HFlebrew, ſburs up, the Men that lift up their 
Band againſt my Lord the Ting. 


er —ũä — — 2 


iſt. then, I am to ſhew, That GO D, Ge. 
As GOD! by His Infinite Wifdom, 
at firſt Made ard Contrived the World; 
ſo did He lay the Scheme and Platform 
of: Things, and Contrive the Methods in 
which they were to be brought to paſs in it, 
chat nothing ſhould happen in the whole 
Creation, from the Beginning to the End 
thereof, but What both might and ſhould be 
ſb ordered, as to be ſübſervient to Him, as 
Governor of it. After He had made His 
Eternal Power and Goodneſs conſpicuous 
in the admirable Frame and Order of it. 
they. He reſolve to take a particular Care 
ef it : And as He knew that by the Law of 
> 


aan Rebellion.) | E 


irs Nature it was dependent upon Him z ſo 
did He always deſign to Reign over it, to 
Suſtain and Uphold it, and to make His Name 
more Glorious and his Attributes yet more 
Illuſtrious in his Government of it; and 
more- eſpecially to exerciſe it, and in a parti- 
cular manner engage Himſelf in ordering and 
managing of Publick Affairs, ſuch as are of 
great Moment and Benefit to Mankind, as 
they are linked together into ſeveral Societies 5 
and by the Benefit of wholeſome Laws, pru- 
dently formed into various Governments. For, 
for theſe GOD has a more than ordinary 
Care ; He watcheth over every Nation, — 
preſerves the Publick 8 of all Com- 
muniti s in them. 

And indeed, great is this leſing, that GOD 


ſhould have ſuch: a ſpecial Concern for Publick 


Peace and Order, and Government in the World. 
For, conſidering the preſent Conſtitution of 
humane Nature, tis impoſſible there ever 
ſhould. be any Government ſo contrived and ma- 

naged, as, will give Content and Satisfaction 
to * its Members. The Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
Ambition, or Ill Nature of aſpiring Men, who 
have no Share in the Legillative Power, will 
raiſe their Anger and Envy at thoſe who yn 
Rules, and either to — their R „or 
in hopes to advance themſelves by a C — 
make them oppoſe the preſent Efoblmens, 
and exclaim' againſt all Meaſures, (tho never 
ſo well concerted: for the Good of the: 5 

>) 
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lick) that are not laid down and formed by 
m__ | | 
| Beſides, if we conſider the many Private In- 
tereſts that are always carrying on, contrary to 
that of the Publick ; the oppoſiteneſs of many 
Mens Tempers and Diſpoſitions to that which is 
requiſite to make them Peaceable and Loyal 
Subjects; the natural Inchnation in all Men, to 
ſhake off any Toke that is Troubleſome to them, 
and the Defre of enjoying an unbounded Liber- 
ty; and laſtly, the Pleaſures ſome take in 
Change and Novelty, and the Advantages others 
expect from Another Turn, as they term it: 
Theſe Things, I ſay, being well conſidered, 
we cannot but acknowledge, that it is GOD 
that interpoſes His Power in the Preſervation 
of Kings and their Kingdoms, and will not ſuf- 
fer them to be deſtroyed by theſe inward 
Cauſes of Diſſolution : That it is a domon- 
ſtrative Argument of His Providence, that 
Government and Society is preſerved in the 
World, notwithſtanding that ſo many Men, 
by Intereft, by Inclination, and by Humour, 
are always contriving to diſturb it. | 
And indeed, without this great Bleſſing, 
without ſuch a Special Concern of GOD for 
the Preſervation of Publick Peace and Order 
amongſt Men, the World would not be tolera- 
bly Habitable. If GOD ſhould relax the 
Reins of Government, withdraw for a while 
His Providential Care and Goodneſs, which 
maintains and defends it, and | a = 


againſt Rebellion, 7 
be ordered by the contrary Humours of dege- 
nerate Men: If the Great Governor of the 
World did not oppoſe Himſelf to the overflowing 
of Ungodlineſs, and take Care to preſerve that 
Order which Himſelf had conſtituted ; all Au- 
thority would be deſpiſed, all Incloſures bro- 
ken down, and every Man's Vill the Mea- 
ſure of his Obedience; all Societies would 
ſoon fall in Pieces, and Confuſion and Miſery 
every- where cover the Face of the Earth. But 
He, by whom Kings. reign, does watch over 
them, and ſuſtain and uphold that Government 
He has committed to their Care. He will ei- 
ther turn the Councils of the Quipe rators into 
Foolkiſbneſs, as he did that of Achitophel ;, or 
take off the Principal Perſon concerned in the 
Rebellion, as in the Caſe of Abſalom; or elſe 
diſpoſe the Minds of the People to return to 
their Duty and Allegiance, as he did the Men 
of Judah to King D A v1D, after this Rebellion 
of his Sen, as we may ſee in 2 Sam. Chap. xix. 
All which plainly ſhews, that He interpoſes 
His Power in the Preſervation of Righteous 
Kings and their Aingdoms, and will not ſuffer 
them to be deſtroyed by the Secret Conſpiracies, 
or open Tumult of inteſſine Enemies, which was 
the firſt thing propoſed to be ſpoken to. Pro- 
ceed we now to the next laid down-to- be con 
ſidered, which was to · ſne you, ar 
( dl,) That tho GOD ſuffers a Rebellion 
to take Place, and a Nation ſometimes -to be 
brought into Confuſion by the evil Devices of 
14 I nteſt ine 
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Inteſbine Envemes ; yet He ſeldom lets it go off 
unpuniſhed; but makes it proue Deſtructive to 
the Ty s He, in the end, delivers up the 
Men that dare lift up their Hand againſt my 
Lord the Nigg. | 

That Good Aings ſhould be the more imme- 
diate Care of GOD, ſeems agreeable to the 
Oeconomy of His Providence, and is confirmed 
by Examples in all Ages. For they are His 
Anointed, His Vicegerents, and Subſtitutes 
here on Earth, ſet over us by His Appointment, 
and on whoſe Welfare whole Nations depend. 
And therefore their Publick Sacred C Haracter en- 
titles Them to a ſpecial Right in the Divine Pro- 
uidence. And if we ſhall reflect upon the Judi- 
cial Proceedings of GOD Almighty in this 
kind, we ſhall find Him always ſo jealous of 
His own, as not to ſuffer in His.Deputy's Ho- 
nour; and therefore, by a Secret and Irreſiſtible 
Power, He has ftill countermanded the deepeſt 
Conſpiracies of Traytors : He has fruſtrated 
their Councils, and ſtruck their moſt refined 
Projefs with — — and a Curſe. 
Hiſtories both Sacred and Profane, are full of 
Inſtances of this Nature. I ſhall briefly menti- 
on two or out of Sacred Scripture, that 
you may be the better confirmed in the Truth 
of this Particular. 

And the Firſt Iſhall take Notice of, is, the 
Conſpiracy of Xorah, Dathan and: Abiram, a- 
gainſt Mos Es the Supreme Magiſtrate of 
the Ifraelites, recorded in the Book of _ 

"OT . 


againſt Rebellion. " 


bers. There we may find theſe Rebellious Per- 
ſons, with all the Children of Iſrael, groaning 
under the heavy Yoke and Oppreſſion of the 
Egyptians. In this their Miſery, they cried 
unto the LORD, who heard their Complaints, 
and by a Succeſſion of Miracles wrought by 
the Hands of Mos Es and AARON, was 
pleas'd to delrver them out of the Hands of their 
Task-Maſters ;, yet notwithſtanding this Good- 
neſs of GOD to them, we find them often 
nurmuring againſt Him, and as often puniſbed 
for their Ingratitude to Him. But when the 
ſaw, that their Rebellion againſt the LOR 5 
was attended always with their own Ruin, they 
took upon them to try, whether they might 
not, with more Safety, conſpire againſt their 
PRINCE, whom He had ſet over them; falfely 
imagining, that GOD was not concerned in the 
Perſon of Mo sE s their Supreme Magiſtrate. 
But ſurely one might rather have ex- 
pected to find theſe Men encouraging one 
another, bravely to oppoſe the many Enemies 
with whom they were to fight: One would 
have imagined, rather to have heard theſe 
Men offering up their Praiſes to GOD, for 
the many Deliverances and great Merctes he had 
already vouchſafed them, and imploring the 
continuance of his Favours upon his Servant 
Mos ES; who, as He had made him His 
Great Inſtrument, in freeing them from an 


intollerable Slavery, ſo he might be better 


enabled to ſettle them likewiſe in the Promis d 
C Land: 


10 GOD's Diſpleaſure 
Lend : But inſtead thereof, we read in Ch. xvi. 
of that Book, of nothing but Murmwrings, Re- 
wings, and Rebellion; the Chief Heads where- 
of, are Korah, Dat han, and Abiram, who, by 
their falſe Suggeſtions had ſupplanted from 
their Loyalty, even no lefs than Iwo hundred 
and fifty Princes of the Afjembly, famous in 
the Congregation, Men of Kenown, as we have 
it in Ver. 2, of that Chap. 
But let us now take a View of the End of 
theſe wicked Men, and we ſhall ſee whether 
they were not conſumed for this their _— 
ence and Ingratitude. For altho G OD let 
their Rebellion at firſt take Place, yet he did 
not ſuffer it to eſcape His Juſtice ; but as their 
Sin was Great, ſo likewiſe was their Puniſb- 
nent: And that all Men might be terrified 
by their Example, and _— — 
rinciples, in oppoſing their Lawful Magiſtrate 
. O D has Fol over roy = have 
it recorded in Ver. 13. That the Ground clave 
aſunder that was under them, and the Earth 
opened her Mouth and ſwallowed them up, and 
their Houſes, and all the Meu that appertaiu'd 
unto Korah, and all their Goads; they, and al 
that appertamed unto them, went down alive 
_— — Pit, Fo fe Earth cloſed upon them, 
an eriſbed from among t regation. 
Thus Ara Dathan, — — fufkered 
both in Themſelves and Accomplices, for their 
Mutiny and Rebellion againſt Mos Es their 
Governor. 


But 


— 
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But let us paſs on from this Example, to 
others recorded in Holy Writ, and we ſhall 
ſee, how GOD always ſhewed His Dif- 
pleaſure againſt Rebellion, in the Remarkable 
Puniſhment of the Chief Conſpirators. In the 
xv Chap. of the 2 Sam. to the xxi. we have 
an Account of Two Conſprracies that were form'd 
againſt King DA v 1D, and of the Deſtruction 
alſo of the Promoters of them. The firſt of 
which was that of Abſalom, mentioned in the 
beginning of this Diſcourſe. He, as I before 
obſerved, had by many deceitful Promiſes, and 
falſe Suggeſtions, Holen away the Hearts of 
Ifrael from D 4a v 1D, both his King and Fa- 
ther. Ten of the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael, ac- 
knowledged and proclaimed him Aing in He- 
bron. Diſtreſſed DA v ITD was forced to fly 
from Feruſalem, his Royal Seat, and his Re- 
bellious Son poſſeſs'd it. Achitophel gives Ad- 
vice to purſue Him and his Followers, who 
were both fatiegued and diſpirited, and had no 
poſſibility of eſcaping their Hands. A very 
Formidable, as well as Unnatural, Conſpiracy 
this, and what muſt have taken Place, had not 
GOD been on his Side, when Wicked Men 
thus roſe againſt him. But behold now the Iſ- 
ſue and Conſequence of it! G OD interpoſes 
His Power in the Preſervation of His Servant 
David, by turning the Council of Achitophel 
into Fooliſbneſs ; upon which he laid violent 
Hands on himſelf, Ver. 23. And altho' the 
Tender Father gave Command to the Army, to 

| C 2 ſpare 
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ſpare this his Unnatural Son ; yet rather than 
Abſalom ſhall proſper in his Treaſon, his ow 
Hair was ordained for an Halter, to execute. 
the Puniſhment that was due to his Rebellion, 
as we may ſee in the gth Ver. of the xvii: Chap. 

The other Inſtance, is, that Conſpiracy of 
Sheba the Son of Bichri; who, notwithſtand- 
ing he had made a great Party in Iſrael againſt 
Amg DAVID, and had. ſecured himſelf in 
the ſtrong City of Abel; yet for a Reward of 
his Treaſon, we find, that a Woman could per- 
{wade even his own Followers to cut off his 
Head, and preſent it to: Joab, DA vI DV Ge- 
neral, as you may read at large in the xx Chap. 
of 2 Sam. WI” 

To theſe 1 might add out of Hiſtory, if my 
Time would permit, innumerable Examples of 
the ſame Nature: But by what have been 
produced, I hope every one is convinced of 
the Truth of what I propoſed to prove upon 
this Head; and being convinced, will call it 
to Mind, if ever tempted to engage in any 
Rebellious Enterpriſes againſt our preſent KI No, 
or his Government, viz. --- I hat though GOD 
may ſuffer a Rebellion to take Place, and a 
Nation ſometimes to be brought into Confuſion, 
by the evil Devices of Inteſtine Enemies; yet he 
ſeldom lets it go off unpuniſhed, but makes it 
prove Deſtructive to Traytors: He, in the 
end, --- Delivers up the Men (as my Text ſays.) 
who dare /ift ap their Hand againſt my Lord 
the King. Eel 

| And 
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And thus having ſpoken to the Two Particu- 
lars I: promiſed to treat of, I ſhall now ſpend 
the reſt of my Time in making ſuch an Appli- 
cation, as the Buſineſs of this Day does natu- 
rally call for from us, 


We are here met together in a Loyal and 
Dutiful Aſſembly, by the King's expreſs Ap- 
pointment and Command, to return our un- 

feigned Thanks to GOD, for putting an end 
to the late Unnatural Rebellion, raiſed by wick- 
ed Men, in favour of a Popiſh Pꝛetender; and 
to deteſt and abominate both the One and the 
Other. 

And Thanks be to GOD that we are met 
together this Day, upon this Happy Occaſion. 
For conſidering the Blackneſs of this Conſpiracy, 
and the vaſt Numbers, (not only of Paàpiſtg, 
but zealous CHURCH- MEN, as they 
term'd themſelves) engaged in it, it might have. 
far'd much otherwiſe with us; and GO D, 
for our Diſobadience to Him, and Ingratitude 
to our DELIVERER Ss, might juſtly have 
given us up into the Hands of thoſe Men, whoſe 
very Mercies are cruel; 

Give me leave therefore, with that Freedom 
and Plainneſs that becomes the Place I ſtand in, 
and the Service this Happy Day. requires of me, 
1 by way of Application, theſe Two 

nam | 5 

if The Quality of this abomnable Conſpi- 

racy : And then, 
2dly, To: 
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2dly, To ſet before your Eyes that Scene of 
Horror and Deſolation which this Nation had 
been involved in, if the intended Treaſon had 
taken Effect, 5 
And ( 1ff.) If we conſider the Quality of 
this Rebellion, we ſhall find ſo many unnatural 
Circumſtances attending it, as will make it look 
more like a Confederacy againſt Religion, and the 
common Sentiments of Humanity, than a Con- 
ſpiracy againſt the Frame or Adminiſtration of 
the Government. Ambition, Avarice, Revenge, 
and Diſcontent, have often bewitched Men, 
and led them into Wicked and Treaſonable A o- 
citations ; but this ſeems to be the Reſult of the 
utmoſt Malice of Men, abandoned, as the Scrip- 
ture ſays, to the Curſe of 4 —_— Mind. 
For what would thoſe Men, who have taken up 
Arms againſt our preſent KING, have enjoyed, 
which they had not? Or what in Reaſon could 
they have deſired, (except excluding Him and 
and His Family) which they might not have 
had? Did not every One 2 quietly under his 
own Vine, and enjoy . PEACE and PLENTY, 
without any the leaſt breaking in upon the Laws 2 
Has not His MAIEST 's Reign, from his hap- 
py Acceſſion to the Throne, been one continued 
Act of Clemency and Goodneſs to all his Subjects? 
What Man's Property has He encroach'd on, 
or Liberty invaded 2 We may defy the moſt 
Harden d Rebel to produce one 42 of Inju- 
frice or Opprefion. And is it not then an 
unparallel d Ingratitude, to take up Arms againſt 
| | 4 
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a PRINCE of ſo much Candour, under whoſe 
Reign we want for nothing, but GRATEFUL 
HEARTS To ACKNOWLEDGE His Goop- 
NEss > Is it not a piece of the higheſt Wick- 
edneſs, for ſo many Harden'd and Perjured 
Men, to Contrive the Murther of their Lawful 
PRINCE, and His Deareſt IssuE the Ho 
of the SUCCESSION ? To deſign the Diſſolution 
of the MONARCHY, and utter Ruin of the 
PROTESTANT Intereſt? To carry this on in 
fo many deliberate Conſultations, in Defiance 
both of Heaven, and the Laws of the Land? 
and to do all this, without any Diſcompoſure 
of Mind, or Remorſe of Conſcience > This is 
ſuch a Villany and Hardneſs of Heart, as not 
to be met with any-where, but amongſt thoſe 
Men, whoſe Loyalty to the KINO is Rebelli- 
on ; whoſe Oaths to the GOVERNMENT Perju- 
3 and whoſe Religion and cry of the CHURCH, 
reaſon and Treachery under that ſacred Diſ- 
fe. But let us not ſtop here; let us take a 
a rt View, and'to our Aſtoniſhment, we ſhall 
24ly, What a horrid Scene of Deſolation and 
Miſery would have overſpread this Nation, in 
caſe this wicked Conſpiracy had ſucceeded. * For 
then, (and oh l with Horror let us think ont) 
our KINO, the Anointed of the Lord, would, in 
all probability, have been taken in the Nets. 
of wicked Men, and barbarouſly Murthered : 
Our Loyal Nobles, who bravely adhered to Him: 
and their Country's true Intereſt, been 7 = 
| th, 


16 GOD's Diſpleaſure 


death, or baniſbed Our LiserTy, the Glor 
of our Engliſþ Nation, fetter d and ſhack!" 
and inſtead of Obey ing a Good KI No, be for 

to ſubmit to the Vill of a Tyrant : Our Re- 
li ion, the beſt, and pureſt, and moſt Apoſto- 
lical in the World, cried down and polluted, 
and Idolatry and Superſtition erected in its Room. 
In ſhort, all Things would have been laid open 
to the Violence of mercileſs and implacable Men. 
And indeed, who can ſay, had not Providence 
interpoſed at the beginning of this Rebellion, 
how far it would have gone, or where it would 
have ended? For in caſe the Rebels had proved 
ſucceſsful either in the Attack at PRESTON, or 
the Battle of DUMBLAIN, the Rebellion cer- 
tainly would have ſpread itſelf and increaſed ; 
and infallibly been ſeconded with ſuch a Deva- 
ation of Fire and Sword, as never before had 
been ſeen amongſt us. Our Streets would have 
been fill'd with the Cries of the Widows and the 
Fatherleſs, with Murders and Rapine, Sacri- 
lege and Conflagration. In ſhort, No Barbari- 
ties would have been thought Cruel enough to 
ſatiate the Revenge of Poptſh' Rage, upon 
Churh-men and True PROTESTANTS. This, 
and more Deplorable than this, would have 
been the Condition of our Iſrael. 

But the Great GO D of Heaven, who (as 
I have in the beginning of this Diſcourſe ſhewn) 
interpoſes His Power in the Preſervation of 
Righteous Kings, and their Kingdoms, laughs at 
the Policies of theſe perfidious Men; and — 

tho 
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tho they very wickedly, as well as fooliſhly, 
imagined that G O D could not ſee, and flat- 
tered themſelves, with the Atheiſt in the Pſal- 
myſt, that there was no Knowledge in the moſt 
High ; yet He . blaſts their Defigns, and fru- 
ſtrates their Expectations, and ſuffers no Hands 
of Violence to hurt His ANoIN TED. By the 
great Wiſdom, with which He has bleſs'd our 
KING, by the prudent Council-of a Faithſul 
Min1sTRY, and by the Indefatigable Diligence 
and Courage of his FOR CEs (who ſhew'd 
themſelves on this Occaſion as eminently Loyal, 
as the others were notoriouſly wicked ;) His 
MaAJESTy, and his Glorious Iss uE, are 
preſerved, and in Them our Religion, our Laws, 
and our Liberties. GOD has delivered up 
thoſe Men, who have lift up their Hands a- 
gainſt my Lord the KI No, and many of them 
are under the Command of thoſe L a w s which 
they would have deſtroyed 5 under the Hands 
of thoſe JUDGES whom they would have 
Slaughter d; and every JUDGE muſt re- 
member, that he 1s the Miniſter of GOD, 4 
Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth 
Evil, as St. Paul expreſſes it in Rom. vi. 4. 

The timely Diſcovery that was made of this 
Plot, and the conſtant Succeſs that attended His 
MaJesTY's Troops in Suppreſſing it, ſhould, 
one would imagine, have convinced the Cor 
ſpirators that the Hand of GOD was againſt 
5 : That it is in vain to deſign to hurt 
His ANOINTED He has - over us, or attempt 
to 
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to root out that pure Religion He Himſelf has 
planted, and, by a Thouſand Miracles, pre- 
ſerved amongſt us. 

And this no doubt, was in ſome Meaſure 
the Occaſion, why ſome of the Conſpirators did 
at firſt betray it, and many others, who have 
been ſince taken up. ary the ſame, as they 
were more or leſs engaged in it. Several are 
in Priſon for the ſaid Crime; others forced to 
fly from their Native Country, and wander up 
and down, like Cain, bearing a Mark in 
their Foreheads, and fearing every one they ſee. 
Many of them have been Tryed, and upon the 
cleareſt Evidence, fulleſt Conviction, and faireft 
Tryal, found Guilty, and received the uſual, 
as well as juſt, Wes of Rebellion, 
But that, which to every good Chriſtian, 
muſt ſeem the moſt unhappy Part of their 
Condition, is, the Execrable and Unnatural 
Treaſon for which they have ſuffered, and the 
Pardneſs and Impenitence, which has ac- 
companied them, even at the Fatal Tree. 

But woe be ta: thoſe wretched. Guides, who 
blindly led them -into-B.oth ; thoſe Betrayers 
of Souls; who inſtead of diſpoling them to a 
.candid Confeſſion of the horrid Sin for which 
they die, and to a Chriſtian Sorrow and ſincere 
Repentance- for it, have encouraged them to 
leave the World with: ſo much Indifference, 
and to publiſh ſuch artful Juftifications of 
thetnſelves, and Goodneſs of the Cauſe for which 
they Suffer, + as are Written with no dther 
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Deſign, but to excite their Accomplices, ſtill to 
endeavour to do the Work of the Conſpiracy in 
this World, whilſt they are anſwering for it in 
the Other : For from hence has commenced 
thoſe riotous Aſſemblies, and unruly Tumults, rais'd 
on Purpoſe to inſult the Government; hence 
thoſe vile Diſtinctions, and rebellious BADGES, 
made uſe of lately to affront His Majeſty. But 
we Truſt, and we will Pray, that the ſame 
Good GOD, who has hitherto ſhewn Him- 
ſelf our Protector and mighty Deliverer, will go 
on ſtill. to keep us and our KING under the Sha- 
dow of His Wings ; that it will pleaſe Him, for 
the guy alſo to abate the Pride, aſſwage the 
Malice, and confound the Devices of al His and 
our Nation's Enemies. 5 | 
And now, what Gratitude, what Thanks, do 
we owe to Almghty GOD, for this Signal 
Mercy we now commemorate > 

If the Deliverance of the K1NG and his Royal 
IssuE: If the putting a Stop to the Maſja- 
cre of thoſe, who have Conſcientiouſly adhered 
to him and his Family. in the worſt of Times. 
If the Preſervation of the Religion of the Church 
of England, (which ſo many pretend to have 
at Heart, and indeed every Member ought 
—— 4 particular _— to) — the 

latry o „ and Imgaſture of Pꝛeſ- 
butery, an oy — not . many other K- 
vils that will unavoidably attend the Power of 
Both : And laſlly, If the Security af aur. Li- 
berty and Property under our Lawful PRINcx 
have any Weight, (as ſure they muſt, with all. 


Honeft and Loyal Men ;) why then, let us fend 
up our Addrefſes to Almighty GO D, that He 
will fill protect His Anomted KINO GEORGE, 
and keep him under the Refuge and Shadow of 
His Wings : That He would enable him to put 
a Stop to, and Reconcile thoſe unhappy Diviſ6- 
ons, that the Enemies of our Nation have raiſ- 
ed among us: That He would make him the 
happy Inſtrument, of bringing the Power of 
ENGLAND up to thoſe Glorious Heights, that 
it ſhall not only appear the of Rome, 
but the Terror of France: That He will 
ſettle the Monarchy upon ſo firm a Bafts, that 
it ſhall nq more be ſhaken by the Pzetender, 
or his Mdherents: That the Sacred Perſon 
of his preſent MAI Es TY ſhall be no longer 


ſubje& to Violence, nor his Subjects to 4 | 
preſſion 5 but long and ſecure Reign in 
Hearts and Affection of his People; and when 
he returus late to Heaven, leave the Bl 

of Peace, and a Well-eſtabliſh'd Crown, to 
his Glorimt PRINEE, the IN HERITOR 


; and that Fqferity ſhall Praiſe 
| y, and Generations to come: ſhall 
juſtly Stile Him, TuE TRUE FATRER 
0 F HIS COUNTRY; THE Mon- 
TY DEFENDER OF THE PROTE- 
STANT IQTEREST, AND SIN- 
CEKRE SUPPORTER OF. THE 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND, as By 
Law EsSTABLiSH'D © 
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